
 
 
 

H A R V A R D  U N I V E R S I T Y  
DEPARTMENT OF ROMANCE LANGUAGES AND LITERATURES 

 
 Boylston Hall               http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~rll                  
 Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138      Tel. (617) 495-2546; Fax. (617) 496-4682 

 
 

June 17, 2012. 

 

Letter of Recommendation for Néfer Muñoz 
 
I am absolutely delighted to write this letter to support Néfer Muñoz’ application to the 
position you have advertised. Néfer is an outstanding teacher and mentor and I am happy to 
give him the highest recommendation possible. 

I first met Néfer in 2005 when he enrolled in a first-year Portuguese class designed for Spanish-
speakers. Néfer’s acquisition process of Portuguese was truly amazing. In a year, he was 
completely fluent in the language and mastered different registers always appropriate to the 
context. For example, when he interacted with senior members of the department, he used a 
more formal language than when he interacted with young Brazilian students at Harvard. 
After, spending a summer in Brazil, Néfer stated taking literature courses about Brazilian and 
Portuguese literatures. Néfer did a minor in Portuguese and wrote an outstanding chapter of 
his dissertation about Lima Barreto, one of the most intriguing Brazilian authors. 

I was extremely happy when he decided to join the Portuguese Language Program as a 
Teaching Fellow and worked under my direct supervision the academic year of 2011-2012. I had 
the pleasure of observing his classes and can say, in all sincerity, that I have never seen in my 
now long career, classes so perfect. Technically, they work as a Swiss clock. Students are 
constantly solicited, involved in activities that come one after the other, flowing like a peaceful 
river. Students are so focused that they don’t have time to check emails or chat with virtual 
friends. 

In addition to being outstanding from a technical viewpoint, Nefer’s classes are also 
intellectually stimulating. The atmosphere he creates is relaxing yet, at the same time, 
challenging enough to keep students motivated and thinking critically. Conversations in his 
classes go beyond discussions about the phonological, morphological, and syntactical features 
of Portuguese. Discussions are based on carefully chosen sources and revolve around Brazilian 
culture, history, arts, and politics.  

Néfer is also an excellent team player. Last fall, he taught a section of a large course that was 
split in three sections. In the weekly meetings he had with the two other doctoral students that 
were teaching the other sections, he was always well prepared and willing to share ideas, 
materials, activities or exercises he has created, and even volunteering to substitute for teachers 
who were ill. 

I could fill many pages with examples of Néfer’s excellence in teaching, his congeniality, and his 
intelligence. In short, he is brilliant, mature, responsible, self-disciplined, passionate, and 
committed to both his work as an educator and his studies. He spends countless hours doing 
research, preparing his classes, meeting with students, and assisting faculty members in 
organizing events and conducting their own research. He is a stellar scholar, teacher, mentor, 
organizer, and translator. 
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Yet, despite all the time these commitments and responsibilities have required, I have never 
seen Néfer complain about anything. He is a true diplomat and has quickly learned how to 
navigate the complex Harvard structure. He approaches his departmental assignments —
especially his teaching — with a sense of adventure, accomplishing them with a high degree of 
both excellence and creativity. It goes without saying that I could not recommend him in 
stronger terms. 

 
Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions. 
  
 
Sincerely, 
 
_________________________ 
Dr. Clémence Jouët-Pastré  
Senior Preceptor in Portuguese 
Undergraduate Advisor in Portuguese 
email: cpastre@fas.harvard.edu 


