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RECOMMENDATION FOR NÉFER MUÑOZ 
 

Néfer Muñoz is a highly intelligent, hard-working and very positive student for 
whom I am glad to write this recommendation.  Although he is young, he is a slightly 
more mature student: a man with considerable experience in the sphere of journalism and 
photography, he has a clear sense of his intellectual goals, and a refreshing sense of joy 
and passion in everything Harvard has asked of him—whether to prepare an examination, 
write a paper, or meet requirements.  As a result, his work is always thoughtful, 
convincing and clearly focused.  He gets along admirably with faculty and peers because 
he is a collaborative, hard working person whose ways are unusually pleasant and 
enabling.  I cannot imagine a more constructive, engaged colleague than Néfer, who gets 
the job done efficiently, intelligently, and with a contagious sense of good will.  He has a 
great eye for what is interesting, and he writes with elegance and acuity. 

 
Because of his distinction and reliability in the area of language and literature 

teaching, he was chosen to help run an ambitious summer program in Buenos Aires.  
Aside from teaching, he was responsible for many logistical details and for attention to 
students in a foreign country.  He discharged his duties with ease, efficiency and in a way 
that made for a wonderfully positive attitude among the students, who were all very 
pleased with the experience in their evaluations. 

 
Néfer is a cosmopolitan person whose good manners and ease allow him to thrive 

in a variety of environments.  He has lived in Brazil (where he learned his elegant 
Portuguese), and in a number of Latin American countries.  At Harvard he has had 
positions of considerable responsibility, such as being Head Tutor in one of our 
undergraduate houses.  This position has administrative responsibilities that are similar to 
those of a dean for undergraduate life, and that require a willingness to help and be 
entrepreneurial in varied domains.  As a language and literature teacher (broadly 
understood to encompass diverse cultural practices, including visuality), Néfer is very 
adept and successful.  He speaks beautiful Spanish, and writes with great ease and 
aplomb.  His English is nearly perfect. 
 
 Néfer’s dissertation deals with literary and journalistic discourses, probing their 
distinctions as well as their adjacencies.  He tackles the topic in comprehensive and 
original ways by considering the connections between journalism and the law, journalism 
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and mass entertainment, and – more generally – journalism and the public sphere.  More 
materially, he delves into the actual configuration of the newspaper in the development of 
Latin American cities, looking at the distribution of roles, the crafting of new positions, 
the organization of space and machinery in a newspaper’s office.  Travelling to Brazil has 
been invaluable for his understanding of Latin American urban culture.  The creation of 
the newsroom is a matter of considerable significance in the development of journalism, 
and Néfer has explored its consequences in the writing of distinguished intellectuals. 
 
 Each chapter works out an original interpretation of a writer (Lima Barreto, 
Cañas, García Márquez) enabled by deep archival research, lucid historical 
contextualizations, and striking insights into the workings that obtain in the hybrid spaces 
of journalism and fiction.   A case in point is a quite fascinating analysis of a fictionalized 
account of the Chaco War between Bolivia and Paraguay, written by a Costa Rican 
journalist  (Marín Cañas) who is trying to extend the readership of his newly founded 
newspaper La Hora.  He has done extremely interesting archival research and as a result 
the chapter is original and compelling.  As thoroughly studied a writer as García Márquez 
is located in new contexts of interpretation thanks to a novel study of his literary and 
journalistic borrowings.  Brazil’s Lima Barreto becomes a key intellectual for 
understanding the conflicts surrounding urban modernization.  It is a pleasure to read and 
learn from Néfer’s dissertation, which will, I am sure, become a book and command the 
respect of the Latin American intellectual community.   
 
I hope my letter conveys my respect and admiration for Néfer Muñoz, and my conviction 
that he will be a wonderful, engaged colleague and a valuable scholar.  I recommend him 
with great enthusiasm for his future as a teacher, a colleague, and scholar. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
   Diana Sorensen 


